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LBTTEES OF PEBSIDBNTS OP THE UNITED STATES 
AND "LADIES OF THE WHITE HOUSE." 

(Continued from Vol. XXV. page 536.) 

Washington June SS* 1840 
Gentlemen, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
pohte invitation of the 20* instant to join my fellow citi- 
zens at Philadelphia in celebrating the approaching national 
Anniversary — l^othing surely could give me greater pleas- 
ure ; but I regret to say that my constant and unremitted 
duties on the committee of Elections, which, for many 
weeks past, have wholly excluded me from all participation 
in the proceedings of the House, will, from necessity, compel 
me to forego that enjoyment. 

Certainly there has been no time since the close of the 
Revolution when the true friends of constitutional liberty 
have had more reason, than now, to gather around the altar 
of freedom, and light the torch of patriotism from its con- 
secrated fires. I rejoice to feel that we are now witnessing 
the expiring agonies of a dynasty that came into power 
upon professions and pledges, the most sacred ; which have 
been violated in a manner the most shameless and disgrace- 
ful. Pledged to one presidential term, it continued two — 
Pledged to retrench the expenses of government, it has more 
than trebled them — Pledged to reform abuses in the Execu- 
tive department, it has corruptly multiplied them beyond 
all former example — Professing to give us a better currency, 
it has destroyed the best the world ever knew — ^professing 
to be the friend of the poor, it first deprived them of em- 
ployment, and now proposes permanently to reduce their 
wages to the verge of starvation fixed in European govern- 
ments — professing democracy, it has its agents traversing 
Europe hunting out the practices of Monarchical govern- 
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ments to introduce them here — professing abhorrence of 
a National Bank ; it proposes to establish one in the Sub 
Treasury more powerful, more dangerous and more liable 
to corruption than any with which a deceived and insulted 
nation was ever cursed ; Professing Republicanism, its lead- 
ing measures tend to consolidation and to the concentration 
of all power in the hands of the Executive. 

A party that has thus notoriously violated all pledges and 
shamelessly thrown off the garb of hypocrisy by which it 
sought power will be unscrupulous in the use of any means 
to retain it. Hence the infamous slander and defamation 
by which a subsidized press has attempted to blacken the 
character and tarnish the fair fame of one of the purest, 
noblest and most disinterested patriots of the present day, 
merely because he has received an unsolicited nomination 
for the Presidential chair. — Hence the bold and shameless 
refusal of the Administration party in the House of Repre- 
sentatives to permit any enquiry into the alleged abuses of 
the government — Hence the arbitrary exercise of power to 
suppress all debate in the House by which their infamy and 
corruption would be exposed ; And hence the unparalleled 
outrage by which a sovereign state of the Revolution has 
been disfranchised. 

But their mad efforts are all in vain — The days of this 
abominable administration are numbered. The loathsome 
stench of its corruption, hypocrisy and wickedness loads the 
tainted air and calls down upon, its unrighteous head, the 
concentrated curse of an insulted and plundered nation — 
The People with a unanimity unexampled and an energy as 
resistless as the torrent of Niagara will sweep them from 
the high places which they have desecrated and polluted, 
and by electing "William Henry Harrison bring back the 
government to its original purity and republican simplicity. 

But I have already said more than I intended when I 
took up my pen — I write in much haste and must be par- 
doned for any verbal inaccuracies — At all events, my heart 
will be with you on that great Jubilee, and you ^vill please 
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accept my most grateful acknowledgements for the high 
honor you have done me by your invitation ; and you will 
please also pardon me for presenting through you to my 
fellow citizens on that occasion the following sentiment. 

The Union — The bond of brotherhood formed by the 
patriotic Whigs of the Revolution — May their true descend- 
ants, the Whigs of 1840, preserve it from the foul touch of 
nullification and the corroding rust of Federal Locofocoism. 
I have the honor to be 

Your most obt. sert & 

Fellow citizen 

MiLLAKB Fillmore* 
Messrs. 

Charles A. Repplier 
John Millar 
S. C. Cooper 

Philadelphia 

WASHmGTON March 21" 1838 
Dear Cyrus 

Last evening I had the pleasure of receiving your letter 
of the ll"" inst., and be assured it received a most hearty 
welcome. I feel much depressed in spirits and melancholy. 
The heartrending intelligence of my dear Mother's death 
has withered the vivacity of my heart. I know not how to 
be reconciled to it. The thought that my dear Mother has 
gone forever — that I can no more see her smile greeting 
my return — no more hear her voice speaking in accents of 
kindness and affection, almost overwhelms me. Yet I can 
scarcely realise that she is gone. — 

Probably you have heard the particulars of her illness. 

Tell your father that she died in full faith of finding a 
better world, Yet she expressed a great desire to see her 
children once more before in this world. 

Oh, that she could have seen us all once more before she 
died — Oh, that I had been vnth her what a consolation it 

' Dreer Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
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would have been to me, but it is past, I will not trust myself 
longer to write on the subject. 

You enquire about my health. It is very good now, but 
I was quite ill after I arrived here, was under the care of 
the Physician about 2 weeks. You recollect the dreadful 
cough I had when you were at Buffalo. I was unable to 
bear the fatigue of travelling but was obliged to come then, 
if at all, I suffered very much on my journey from my 
cough, and the only way I could relieve it, was to keep 
my stomach nauceated with medicine. My system of course 
became more and more deranged, my lungs weaker and 
more irritable and my cough no better. I was besides 
threatened with the bilious fever, but powerful medicine, 
great care, and a mild climate, have restored me to usual 
health. 

I regret to hear of your lame hand, I suspect felons are 
painful beyond description. That was a sufficient excuse for 
not writing me before, but I hope that excuse mil remain 
no longer — ^I shall always be happy to hear from you, as 
often as you find it convenient to write. 

I understood you had dreadful travelling from Buffalo 
home. It is to be regretted that you had not remained a 
few days longer, but how imperfect is our knowledge of the 
future. It is possible that Mrs. Charles Egan is no more — 
both old and young are the victims of death. How uncer- 
tain is life — ^Nothing certain but death. 

The sensation created by Mr. Cilley's death is almost 
universal particularly in the northern states — Petitions are 
continually coming in, to be presented to Congress praying 
that something might be done to prevent it for the future — 
I sincerely wish a stigma might be affixed to the practice, 
Nothing else would so hkely prevent it. 

It was indeed a dreadful sight to see his lifeless body 
taken from the carriage, which but a few hours before had 
conveyed him away in health. The spectacle seems before 
my eyes now. I had but just learned that they had gone 
out to fight, had heard nothing further until the carriage 
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which brought home the body, too plainly told the result, 
as I happened to step to my window and saw him carried 
into his boarding house, which is opposite this, across the 
street, it made a deep impression on me, as it has on many 
others. Thus in one rash hour is a wife and 5 helpless 
children deprived of their friend and protector. Another 
Member, M' Carter, from the same state, and in the same 
hoarding house died one week ago to day. His wife left the 
city this morning to return home, a melancholy and singular 
coincidence. 

I have rec'd one letter from Mrs. Stow this winter, I re- 
gret to learn her health continues poor. Her husband has 
been sick also. Has she returned ? Our friends in Lagrance 
were in usual health the last I heard. Ask your father to 
write to me. remember me affectionately to him — also to 
your Mother — ^write soon to your affectionate aunt — Heaven 
bless you 

Abigail Fillmore' 

Mr. Fillmore is at the Capitol, but I know he wishes to 
send his love. 

I shall return home in 2 or 3 weeks. 

Andovbe, Mass. Dec. 24, 1861 

To Hon. "Wm. H. Seward 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 
Sir 

A package endorsed " Department of State U. S. A," 
franked by " W. Hunter C C" and addressed " to Frank- 
lin Pierce Esquire Concord New Hampshire" was received 
by me to day, having been forwarded from the place of my 
residence. But for the stamped envelope and the hand- 
writing of Mr. Hunter, with which I am familiar, I should 
probably have regarded the enclosures, as an idle attempt 
at imposition, in which your name had been surreptitiously 
used. I must, I suppose, though I do so reluctantly, now 
view it in a different light. 

^ Dreer Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
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In the note bearing your signature, you say, " I enclose 
an extract from a letter received at this Department from 
which it would appear that you are a member of a secret 
league the object of which is to overthrow this Govern- 
ment. Any explanations upon the subject which you may 
offer would be acceptable." 

It is not easy to conceive how any person could give cre- 
dence to, or entertain for a moment, the idea that I am 
now, or have ever been connected with a secret league, or 
with any league the object of which was or is the overthrow 
of the Government of my Country. Surprize, however 
only increases as I pass from your note to the " extract" to 
which you refer, as a sufficient basis for an official commu- 
nication. Incoherent and meaningless as this extract, from 
the vagaries of an anonymous correspondent, seems to me 
to be, it is not a little singular that it should have been sent 
for explanation to one, who, during his whole life, has never 
belonged to any secret league, society or association. My 
name does not appear in the " extract" and as there is not 
the slightest ground for any reference to me in the connec- 
tion indicated I take it for granted that your inference is 
wholly erroneous and that neither I, nor anything which I 
ever said or did was in the mind of the writer. J^Tothing 
but the gravity of the insinuation — the high official source 
whence it emanates, and the distracted condition of our 
recently united, prosperous and happy Country, could pos- 
sibly lift this matter above ridicule and contempt. Not, 
therefore, because " explanations" " would be acceptable" 
but because this correspondence is to hold a place upon the 
files of the Department of State, long beyond the duration 
of your life or mine, and because I would leave, so far as I 
am concerned, no ambiguity upon the record, it is proper, 
perhaps it is my duty, to add, that my loyalty will never 
be successfully impugned, so long as I enjoy the constitu- 
tional rights which pertain to every citizen of the Republic 
and especially the inestimable right to be informed of the 
nature and cause of accusation and to be confronted face to 
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face with my accusers — ^Love for our whole Country — 
respect for the reserved rights of the States — reverence for 
the Constitution and devotion to the Noble Union which 
for so many years reposed in security upon that sacred in- 
strument, have been interwoven with my best hopes for 
civil liberty, my deepest emotions and my sternest pur- 
poses from youth to age. If I have failed to illustrate this, 
in official station — in private life, and under all circum- 
stances, where it became me to speak or act, I have labored 
under a singular delusion, consciousness of which would 
embitter more than anything else the present hour and 
Buch remaining hours or years, as may be in reserve for me. 
I am. Sir, your obedient Servant 

Franklin Pierce ' 

Rev. Dr. French — 
Dear Sir — 

I make an acknowledgment of your unexpected and in- 
teresting letter lest you should suppose it met with an unap- 
preciative reception — May you have divine aid in all the cares 
and duties of your present position. Be assured of the sin- 
cere interest with which I am respectfully yours 

Jane M. Pierce ^ 

Washington, Nov. 16, '56. 

I respond most sincerely & earnestly to the excellent 
prayers for our beloved country. 

Franklin Pierce 

Addressed 

Rev. Dr. French 

West Point 

N YOEK. 

Wheatland, near Lancaster, 21 January 1852 
My dear Sir 

Numerous & pressing engagements, with the fact that I 
had nothing of the least importance to communicate, have 

' Collection Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

* Dreer Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
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prevented me from acknowledging your letter at an earlier 
period. I have had to contend in my own State with a 
violent & factious opposition. I never considered them 
strong ; but their extreme weakness has surprised me. My 
position with the Democracy of Pennsylvania is now stronger 
than it has ever been heretofore ; & they will present my 
name before the Baltimore Convention in an enthusiastic & 
decided manner. The idea is deeply engraved on the minds 
of our people, whether Whig or Democrat, that after waiting 
more than sixty years, they are entitled to a Candidate ; & 
this will be pressed with all their energy. 

I should 'ere this have visited Washington ; but I feel an 
unconquerable repugnance against any thing like personal 
electioneering for the highest office in the world. This 
honor, above all earthly honors, shall never be degraded in 
my person ; no, not even to secure a favorable result. I may, 
notwithstanding, probably pass a week or ten days in Wash- 
ington as quietly as possible during the month of February. 

When you were last here we gave you a cold reception. 
Since that time I have had a furnace fixed in the cellar 
which renders the house comfortable in the coldest weather. 
The thermometer yesterday morning at sunrise stood at 12° 
below zero. When you visit us again which I hope may be 
soon, besides a cordial welcome, we shall give you a warm 
reception. 

I have read Commodore Stockton's speech against flogging 
in the l!favy with peculiar pleasure. What a reflection it 
would be upon our country & the civilisation of the nine- 
teenth century for Congress to enact that American Citizens 
who enter the N'avy as sailors shall be subjected to the in- 
famous punishment of the lash. This very circumstance 
has hitherto prevented respectable young men from entering 
the service ; & those who have done so & been flogged have 
lost all self respect. I hope there is no danger of the pas- 
sage of any such law. Nothing could more efiectually in- 
jure the N'avy in the estimation of the Country than the 
restoration of the lash. 
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Miss Harriet has been in Pittsburg for the last two months 
& may probably pass the remainder of the winter there. 
Miss Hetty desires to be kindly remembered to you. 
from your friend 

very respectfully 

James Buchanan' 
General James Shields 

Executive Mansion 
Friday May 18/60 
Dear Mr. Macalbster 

The Japanese have come — ^but as they have had a long 
journey they require much time to rest, etc — so that the 
entertainments that are to be given in their honour will ex- 
tend over the next month — during which time it is impos- 
sible for Lily to fix any day for leaving, or think about 
home in any way — so I hope you will not suggest it. 

She went out this morning at 10 — for a romantic stroll 
with Mr. Woodbury & I know not vjhen they will return. 
Col. Hardee is also here & is so agreeable that I almost 
regret the deep impression Lily has made there — ^for it ex- 
cludes me from all hope. I hope you will attend to all my 
suggestions, & allow us to make our own arrangements 
here — & believe me 

Yours very sincerely 

H. Lanb^ 

Speingfield, Ills. April 30, 1859. 
Hon. S. p. Chase 

Dear Sir 

Reaching home yesterday I found your kind note of the 
14"' informing me that you have given Mr. Whitney the 
appointment he desired ; and also mentioning the present 
encouraging aspects of the Republican cause — and our Illi- 
nois canvass of last year. I thank you for the appointment 
— Allow me also to thank you as being one of the very few 

' Dreer Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
» Ibid. 
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distinguished men, whose sympathy we in Illinois did 
receive last year, of all those whose sympathy we thought 
we had reason to expect. 

Of course I would have preferred success ; but failing in 
that, I have no regrets for having rejected all advice to the 
contrary, and resolutely made the struggle — Had we thrown 
ourselves into the arms of Douglas, as re-electing him by 
our votes would have done, the Republican cause would 
have been annihilated in Illinois, and, as I think, demoral- 
ized and prostrated everywhere for years, if not forever — 
As it is, in the language of Benton " we are clean" and the 
Republican star gradually rises higher everywhere — 

Yours truly 

A. Lincoln.* 



ExEOtJTivE Mansion 
My Dear Madame 

Your bonnets were received on yesterday — The black 
with colors — I liked very much. — Also the blk crape — I 
wished a much finer blk straw bonnet for mourning — with- 
out the gloss. Could you not get such a one ? I want you 
to send me a bow of blk crape, for the top of the blk straw 
bonnet, exactly like the one, on top the blk crape bonnet — 
of the same crape two bows on each side of the loup — 
bound — ^like the other — I wrote you about the veils — did 
you receive the letter — I want you to select me the very finest, 
& blackest & lightest long crape veil & bordered as they 
bring them — Please get me the finest that can be obtained — 
"Want a short very very fine blk crape veil, round corners & 
folds around — "Want one of very fine blk silk net — with folds 
around for summer — round at corners & short — The long 
veil I should like to have by Friday — ^want it very fine — blk 
& light — ^please send this, immediately. 

I liked the undersleeves & collars — Please have me two 
more, white & blk collars mixed, with cuffs to match — no 

' Dreer Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
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undersleeves — ^I want the genteelest & tastiest you can find 
or have made — I liked the style of the blk & white reversed 
— ^Do not forget the bow, for the bonnet — And the long veil, 
I want immediately I have your money ready for you — 

Very truly yours 

Mrs. Lincoln ' 

' Dreer Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
(To be continued.) 



